Chapter XXI

A RIVER OF THE RIVERS OF PARADISE-THE MAHRA

COUNTRY

There is a temple in ni

Fashioned by long forgotten hands.                 BYRON

The thorn trees caught at us with their crook* d hands. -

Trans. W. S. BLUNT.

How much alarmed the travellers were.

AND now began the last kp and in some ways the best of all; with the
thrill of travelling over unexplored country each view seemed to open
itself out for you alone. Arabia is a dry country but here waJ a river flowing
mile after mile and day after day with dear green water, banked with grass
and trees. This was the part of the wadi of which I had read so long ago
in Hogarth's book and I felt -in an entirely unjustifiable way that it had been
waiting all these years for me.

The wadi was no doubt one of the principal ancient routes to and from
the Hadhramaut and beyond. It was also probably the route followed by
Malik bin Fahm and his Azdite hordes in their great migration from Yemen
to Oman. We found traces of ancient travellers and, as will be seen, among
its prindpal features are the sites of island forts, no doubt designed to protect
the ancient incense trade. Throughout the Hadhramaut the ancients seem
to have favoured these island sites when available, and Hajarein, Gheibun,
Shibam and Husn al 'Ur are examples. Shabwa, as Pliny had indicated,
* appears to have die same sort of situation.

Geographically the Wadi Hadhramaut is the key feature of the country
,to which it giyes its name. North and south of it the land rises to extensive
plateaux forming watersheds. The one to the north, about 3,500 feet above
sea4evd, has a series of wadis draining north into the $asd% and snodier
series draining south into the Wadi Hadhramaut. Hie wateislied to tie
sooth consisting in the same way of plateaux, is higher than that to the aartfe,
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